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Memorandum on FY 2003 Refugee Admissions Consultations

September 17, 2002

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: FY 2003 Refugee Admissions
Consultations

In accordance with section 207 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), you
are authorized to consult with the appro-
priate committees of the Congress con-
cerning refugee admissions as follows:

1. The authorization of 70,000 refugee
admissions during FY 2003, to be allo-
cated by specific region as follows:

FN e S 20,000
East Asia (including Amerasians) ... 4,000
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 2,500
Near East/South Asia .......cccceevenn.. 7,000
Former Soviet Union 14,000
Eastern Europe ................ 2,500
Unallocated Reserve 20,000

2. The authorization of an additional
10,000 refugee admissions numbers to
be made available for the adjustment
to permanent resident status of per-
sons who have been granted asylum
in the United States;

3. The designation, pursuant to section
101(a)(42)(B) of the INA, of persons
in Cuba, Vietnam, and the former So-
viet Union, who, if they otherwise
qualify for admission as refugees, may
be considered refugees under the
INA even though they are still within
their country of nationality or habitual
residence.

GEORGE W. BusH
NotE: This memorandum was released by

the Office of the Press Secretary on Sep-
tember 19.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary of State Colin L. Powell and

an Exchange With Reporters
September 19, 2002

The President. Good morning. I appre-
ciate our Secretary of State coming by to
brief the Vice President and me and
Condoleezza Rice about our progress in
working with the United Nations, con-
vincing the United Nations Security Coun-
cil to firmly deal with a threat to world
peace.

Before we talk about that, I do want
to express our condolences to those who
lost their lives in Israel. It's been back-
to-back suicide bombings. We strongly con-
demn terror. We strongly condemn vio-
lence. And we continue to send our mes-
sage to the good people of that region that
if youre interested in peace, that if you
want people to be able to grow up in a

peaceful world, all parties must do every-
thing they can to reject and stop violence.

At the United Nations Security Council,
it is very important that the members un-
derstand that the credibility of the United
Nations is at stake; that the Security Coun-
cil must be firm in its resolve to deal with
a true threat to world peace, and that is
Saddam Hussein; that the United Nations
Security Council must work with the
United States and Britain and other con-
cerned parties to send a clear message that
we expect Saddam to disarm. And if the
United Nations Security Council won't deal
with the problem, the United States and
some of our friends will. That’s the message
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the Secretary of State has delivered force-
fully. That’s the message that he will con-
tinue to carry.

And Mr. Secretary, 1 appreciate your
hard work. You're doing a fine job.

Secretary Powell. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. And we're proud of your
efforts.

Secretary Powell. Thank you, sir.

The President. Tl be glad to answer a
few calls—answers, starting with Ron [Ron
Fournier, Associated Press].

Iraq and the United Nations

Q. How many of our friends are willing
to join the United States in this effort?

The President. Ron, I think time will tell.
I think youre going to see a lot of na-
tions—that a lot of nations love freedom.
They understand the threat. They under-
stand that the credibility of the United Na-
tions is at stake. They heard me loud and
clear when I said, “Either you can be the
United Nations, a capable body, a body
able to keep the peace, or you can be the
League of Nations.” And we’re confident
that people will follow our lead.

Campbell  [Campbell ~ Brown,
News].

Q. Mr. President

The President. Good to see you, Camp-
bell, for starters. Glad you're here—finally
showed up. [Laughter]

Q. The chief weapons inspector is going
to be briefing the U.N. Security Council
today, and there have already been some
reports that, in his talks with the Iraqis,
that they’re limiting access to certain sites.
Are those reports true? And do you think
they're trying to

The President. Well, 1 haven’t gotten a
report from what he intends to say. But
let me give you just some general observa-
tions. First of all, there are no negotiations
to be held with Iraq. They have nothing
to negotiate. They're the people who said
that they would not have weapons of mass
destruction. The negotiations are over. It

NBC
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is up to the U.N. Security Council to lay
out resolutions that confirms what Iraq has
already agreed to, see.

Secondly, I don’t trust Iraq, and neither
should the free world. For 11 years, they
have deceived the world. They have said,
“We'll conform to resolutions.” They've
never conformed to resolutions. They've
never conformed to the agreement that
they laid out 11 years ago. Sixteen times
they've defied Security resolutions.

And so, they—the burden of proof is—
must be placed squarely on their shoulders.
But there’s no negotiations about whether
or not theyve been telling the truth or
not.

Let’s see here—Mark [Mark Knoller,
CBS Radio].

Congressional Resolution on Iraq

Q. Mr. President, are you going to send
Congress your proposed resolution today?

The President. T am.

Q. And are you asking for a blank check,
sir?

The President. 1 am sending suggested
language for a resolution. I want—T've
asked for Congress’ support to enable the
administration to keep the peace. And we
look forward to a good, constructive debate
in Congress. I appreciate the fact that the
leadership recognizes we've got to move
before the elections. I appreciate the strong
support were getting from both Repub-
licans and Democrats and look forward to
working with them.

Q. Mr. President, how important is it
that that resolution give you an authoriza-
tion to use force?

The President. That will be part of the
resolution, the authorization to use force.
If you want to keep the peace, you've got
to have the authorization to use force. But
it's—this will be—this is a chance for Con-
gress to indicate support. It’s a chance for
Congress to say, “We support the adminis-
tration’s ability to keep the peace.” That’s
what this is all about.

Q. Will regime change be part of it?
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The President. Yes. That’s the policy of
the Government.

Campbell, congratulations, you got two
questions in one day.

Q. Thank you, sir.

The President. And it wasn’t even a fol-
lowup. That’s a brilliant performance.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq. A reporter referred to Hans
Blix, Executive Chairman, United Nations
Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection
Commission for Iraq.

Remarks Following a Visit With Homeland Security Employees and an

Exchange With Reporters
September 19, 2002

Homeland Security Legislation

The President. 1 appreciate Governor
Ridge giving me a tour of this important
facility. It's—were working hard to make
sure that we do everything we can to pro-
tect our homeland, coordinate among the
various agencies, until we get a Department
of Homeland Security.

Our House of Representatives has passed
a good bill. The Senate is struggling with
a bill. T urge the Senate to get a bill to
my desk before they go home, a bill which
gives us the flexibility necessary to move
the right people to the right place in order
to better protect the homeland, a bill which
safeguards prerogatives that former Presi-
dents have had in regards to national secu-
rity matters. We're at a time of war, and
the Senate shouldn’t be making it harder
for an administration, whether it be this
one or future administrations, to do their
job. Nor should the Senate be trying to
strip this administration or future adminis-
trations from any prerogatives or power
that former administrations have had.

We're aware that there is hard work on
the Senate floor by Senator Gramm of
Texas, a Republican, and Senator Miller of
Georgia, a Democrat, to develop a com-
prehensive substitute for a piece of legisla-
tion which we believe is flawed. We hope
the Senate would work with Senator
Gramm and Senator Miller, vote that bill
off the Senate floor, so we can get it to

a conference committee and get the bill
to my desk before they go home.

This is a really important piece of legisla-
tion. America is still threatened. There are
enemies out there which still hate us. We
must do everything we can to secure the
homeland today and, at the same time,
leave a legacy behind so future Presidents
and future Members of Congress can deal
with what will be an ongoing threat to our
freedoms and to our people.

But anyway, I appreciate your hospitality,
Governor. You've got some fine people
here working hard on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. It’'s wonderful to see you all
again today. Thank you.

Q. Is one vote enough—is Zell Miller’s
vote enough on this compromise?

The President. [Inaudible]l—I'm not
counting votes. I'm just calling on the
right—calling on the Senate to do the right
thing for the American people.

Iraq and the United Nations

Q. Did you hear the Iraqi Foreign Min-
ster’s speech at the U.N., sir? What did
you think of it?

The President. 1 didn’t hear it, but let
me guess: “The United States is guilty. The
world doesn’t understand. We don’t have
any weapons of mass destruction.” It’s the
same old song and dance that we've heard
for 11 long years. And the United Nations
Security Council must show backbone,
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